A long-segment string of bead- like schwannoma of cauda equina: a case report.
Spinal schwannomas are one of the most common intradural extramedullary spinal tumors. However, a string of bead-like intradural extramedullary schwannoma is highly uncommon. In the paper we present a case of a long-segment string of bead-like intradural extramedullary schwannoma of cauda equina from L2 to S2.The patient had been suffering progressive low back pain and sciatica with progressive neurological deficits for three years. She was misdiagnosed as lumbar disc herniation at her first time of hospitalization after a simple lumbar computed tomography (CT) scanning and a discectomy. We found her tumor by magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) and totally removed it. We therefore emphasize differentiating this almost completely curable tumor from other lumbar diseases such as lumbar disc herniation. It is suggested that a reasonable and careful strategy of surgery for these tumors is important.